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Position Statement

Background 
Practice learning experience is an integral component of undergraduate nursing 
and midwifery education programmes that lead to registration with the Nursing 
and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI). An optimal practice learning environment 
positively impacts on students' professional development by enabling them to 
apply theory to practice, develop new skills and gain competence, (Panda et al, 
2021).   

In April 2023, the NMBI facilitated a workshop to address the increasing challenges 
that practice partners and education bodies had in relation to the allocation of 
student placements. The workshop focussed on undergraduate nursing and 
midwifery registration programmes. The NMBI acknowledged the need to adopt 
more flexibility with learning environments that already have capacity issues, such 
as specialist placements for undergraduate students in particular mental health, 
midwifery and children’s placements.   

The NMBI agreed to develop guiding principles that would support education 
bodies and associated practice partners who wanted to explore more innovative 
and flexible ways of providing alternative approaches to achieving learning 
outcomes. 

Education bodies and practice partners must contact the NMBI to discuss any new 
innovative processes and learning experiences they may wish to consider piloting. 

Practice Learning Experience for Undergraduate 
Nursing and Midwifery Registration Programmes

1. Quality Education
Alternative approaches must maintain rigorous standards to ensure educational 
quality that prepares students for professional practice. All education bodies must 
ensure that the essential requirements for registration programmes are in line with 
the European Directive 2005/36/EC and 2013/55/EU, the NMBI Nurse Registration 
Programmes Standards and Requirements or the NMBI Midwife Registration 
Programme Standards and Requirements (2016). 

2. Collaboration
Education bodies and practice partners must collaborate to design and implement 
effective alternative learning strategies. 

3. Innovation
Education bodies and practice partners should embrace innovative technologies 
and methodologies to enhance learning and bridge gaps for specialist practice 
experience. A wide variety of learning environments should be considered. Where 
a student is being supervised by health and social care professionals, the setting 
and achievement of learning outcomes is to be monitored by a registered nurse/
midwife.

4. Evaluation and Monitoring
Regular evaluation and monitoring of alternative approaches to practice-based 
learning is essential to assess effectiveness, identify areas for improvement and 
ensure compliance with regulatory standards. These evaluations must be included 
in the NMBI Annual Report. 
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NMBI supports the following proposal

General Nursing Programme 
The key challenge for the General Nursing Programme is the allocation of a high 
volume of undergraduate students to specialist areas with low capacity (i.e. 
mental health, midwifery and children’s nursing placements). The specialist 
practice experience allocations for the general nursing programme are both 
regulatory and EU requirements to be eligible for registration.  

Focussing on specialist sites in short supply for students undertaking mental health, 
maternity, and children’s practice placements, education bodies and practice 
partners may offer innovative solutions to achieve learning outcomes. These may 
comprise of one week practice related learning activity e.g.  workshops, virtual 
clinics, or simulation in conjunction with one week in person practice experience in 
specialist sites (i.e. mental health, maternity and children’s). The maximum time 
permitted to these activities is 113 hours (approximately three weeks of 
placement) over the duration of the programme. 
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